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Member Care  
Volunteer 

for November 
 

Brenda Thaxton 
 

 
Deacon of Month/ 
Visiting Deacons 

 

Mary Ellen O’Neil 
 
 
 

Steepletalk 
Deadline 

 

November 24th 
 

Circle Meeting 
 

November  6th at  
9:45 a.m. 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

Hugo Sandoval 
 

Pastor on Vacation:  
Dr. Cheetham will be on 
vacation from November 
5th –11th.  If you are in 
need of a pastor during this 
time, please contact the 
church office. 

From the Pastor… 
 

November brings our thoughts toward Thanksgiving, family, friends, good food, and 
being grateful for the many blessings that God has given us. It is a time to think 
more spiritually about gratitude. How do we relate our spiritual lives or spiritual 
power and gratitude? 
 

When it comes to the full realization of spiritual power, we reveal a common human 
trait again – that of doing things backwards. We are always “getting the cart before 
the horse.” We pray for power, expect and wait for power because we desperately 
need it. We just know that we will be eternally grateful if God will only give us 
power in spiritual matters. What we fail to recognize is the proper sequence of 
prayer and power. We are blind to the fact that Thanksgiving precedes the endow-
ment of greater spiritual power. Until we sincerely thank God for what we already 
have, it is not likely or logical that we will receive more. We usually accept this 
principle for material blessings, but fail to realize that it also applies to the spiritual. 
To live a spiritually powerful Christian life requires a thankful heart. 
 

This truth is seen in the life of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The miracles of  
Jesus were surrounded by, preceded by, under girded by, and followed by an intense 
atmosphere of thanksgiving. With meager supplies and an impossible task, Jesus 
gave thanks and fed a multitude. With a frail human body and a whole world to    
redeem, Jesus gave thanks at the Last Supper. He did not see the problem; Jesus saw 
the power, and thanked God for it. 
 

It has been said, “Some people grumble because God placed thorns among roses. 
Why not thank God because He placed roses among thorns?” Let us look for the 
positive things in life and give God thanks for the blessings he showers down upon 
us. Give thanks for the risen Lord; give thanks for the power of prayer; give thanks 
for the forgiveness of sins; give thanks for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit which 
will guide us to all spiritual power and truth. This Thanksgiving Season let us      
approach our God with a thankful heart. 
 

 Grace and Peace, 
Dr. Cheetham 

A Thanksgiving Prayer 
 

Oh, Heavenly Father, We thank thee for food and remember the 
hungry. We thank thee for health and remember the sick.  We 
thank thee for friends and remember the friendless.  We thank 
thee for freedom and remember the enslaved.  May these       
remembrances stir us to service, That thy gifts to us may be 
used for others.  Amen 
 



 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 
6:00 p.m. 

 
       November Menus and Programs  

 
1st Spaghetti with Meatballs, Green Salad, 
 Garlic  Bread, Dessert 

 

“Congregational Meeting” 
 

8th Pork Chops, Mashed Potatoes with gravy, 
 Fried Apples, Carrot Raisin Salad, Dessert 
 

                “Clean Water ” 
                  Presented by David Howell 

 
15th Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

         “Presbyterian Heritage” 
     Presented by James Herren 
 
22nd No Dinner or Activities due to 
 Thanksgiving 
 
29th  Soup and Sandwich 
 

              “Bingo Night” 
 

To make a reservation, call the church office by 
Tuesday morning.  Adult meals are $5.00, children 
meals are $2.50.  Carry-outs are available.  Help 
is always needed!  If you would like to help with 
setting tables, serving, or collecting money, please 
call the church office.  
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The Hanging of the Greens Service will be held 
Sunday, December 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the    
Sanctuary.  This service tells the significance of 
the Poinsettias, Carols, Lights, Star, Candles,    
Advent Wreath and the meaning of the wreaths 
and greens.  Make plans to  attend this special   
service as the church begins its celebrations of the 
Advent Season. 

Outreach News 
 

Thanksgiving dinner for the residents of Cedar 
Croft is scheduled for November 15 at 5:30 p.m.  
The Outreach Committee is seeking volunteers   to 
help prepare and serve this meal.  Additional help 
will be needed to reset the tables for our regular 
Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner. 
 
Christmas For All  is an Outreach mission project 
for the month of December.  We will distribute 
food baskets to elderly citizens in the community 
who need food.  Our goal is to provide 10 food  
baskets before Christmas.  Volunteers of all ages 
are needed for both the collection and distribution 
of the food baskets.   For more information, contact 
Joe Adams or the church office.   
 
Our church is scheduled to work at the Wilson 
County Community Help Center December 26-
30.  Volunteers will work at the center from 10-12 
and 1-3 to stock shelves with canned goods and 
other food items.  If you are interested in volunteer-
ing, please contact the church office.   
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The Outreach Committee thanks everyone for    
supporting Project J.O.Y. again this year.  Ninety  
boxes were delivered to Priest Lake Presbyterian 
Church for distribution to families in Harlan, KY.   

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Welcome to Bill and Marie McNeal who joined our 
church on October 24th.  Bill joined through    
transfer of membership from First Presbyterian 
Church, Warm Springs, GA; Marie joined through           
reaffirmation of faith. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

As plans proceed on the 2007 Budget, we are also 
preparing for the 2007 Stewardship Campaign.  
Stewardship is not paying for the budget, but is 
much more.  Stewardship is the way we use all of 
our resources to carry on Christ’s work of         
reconciliation in the world.   
 
There are the two Great Commandments: love the 
Lord your God . . . and love your neighbor as 
yourself.  There are also only two fundamental  
reasons to give money to the church, and they are 
very much like these two commandments.  First, 
God is generous and we are grateful.  Second, we 
want to support faithful ministries. 
 
Please begin to prayerfully consider your steward-
ship commitment for the coming year.  



 

Lectionary Readings 
 

November 5 Ruth 1: 1-18 
       Hebrews 9: 11-14 
  Mark 12: 28-34 
 

November 12  Ruth 3: 1-5, 4:13-17 
 Hebrews 9: 24-28 
 Mark 12: 38-44 
   

November 19 1 Samuel 1: 4-20 
 Hebrews 10: 11-25 
 Mark 13: 1-8 
  

November 26 2 Samuel 23: 1-7 
 Revelations 1: 4b-8 
                   John 18: 33-37 
 

Session Highlights 
 

· Approved a recommendation from the Worship 
Committee to form an Organ Committee.        
Members are Marty Bone, Pat Climer (chairman), 
Bob Frye, Lesley Jacobson, and Gary Scott. 

· Dr. Jeff Ritchie addressed the session on behalf of 
the Presbytery.  He thanked the church for       
sponsoring missionaries and being one of the first 
churches in the Presbytery to attach themselves 
with global missionaries.   

· Approved both parts of the CIF presented by the 
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. 

· After receiving the Treasurer’s Report, there is  
concern that we could be short in collections to 
meet this year’s operating budget.   

· E. Howell requested input from the committees for 
preparing the 2007 budget. 

· The Building and Grounds Committee reported the 
new drawing of the present building has been  
completed and they will contact an architect to 
prepare plans for the Family Life Center.  

· E. Wauford reported the Member Care Committee 
has been working on the inactive membership roll. 

· E. Thaxton presented a report from the Personnel 
Committee which included staff salary recommen-
dations for 2007. 

· Approved a 2007 Spring Spiritual Renewal Week  
· E. Lanius reported that the Kitchen Committee is 

within budget and recognized the leadership of 
Judy Leonard. 

· Passed the motion to form a Church Officer   
Nominating Committee; elders Bone and Howell 
to represent the Session. 

· Approved presentation of a Christmas cantata   
during the 11:00 worship service on December 
17th. 

Sudanese Presbyterian Church  
5th Anniversary Celebration 

 
The Sudanese Presbyterian Church invites you 
to their 5th Anniversary Celebration and Open 
House on Sunday, November 5 at 3:30 p.m.  
The church is located at 1115 Old Hwy. 109 N, 
Gallatin.  The guest speaker is the Honorable 
Robert Wilson, Vice Moderator of the 217th 
General Assembly, PCUSA.  For more        
information, call Ernie Newsome at 615-451-
4595 or e-mail him at erbune@aol.com. 
 
This year we have provided support to the    
Sudanese Presbyterian Church through the 
Outreach Committee.  

Bible Quiz 
 
Psalm 103 begins:  “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name.  Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and do not forget all his ____________....” 
What should we “not forget”? 
 
A. Goodness  B.  Kindness 
C.   Gifts  D.  Benefits 

Answer:  D 

· November 10-11     Cumberland Caverns
                  (Cost @ $50 per person) 

 
· November 25     Youth Movie Night 
 

For more information, contact Karen Jump   
(444-3669) or the church office at  444-1360. 

Wreath Workshop 
 

The Flower Committee invites volunteers to help 
make wreaths for the church on Thursday, November 
30 at 10:00 a.m.  We also need all types of greenery to 
be brought for this event. 

Congregational Meeting 
 

A Congregational Meeting has been called for 
Wednesday, November 1st at 6:30 p.m. for 
the election of members to the Officer    
Nominating Committee. 
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Sunday 
 

8:45 & 11:00      
     Worship  
9:45 AM 
    Church School�

� � ��
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 
7:15  Choir 
Congregational 

 Meeting�

��
 

9:00 am Preschool 
6:30 pm Contemp�

�� ��

��
No Member Care 
No Christian Ed  �
��������� �

��
9:00 am  
Sewing Group�

��
9:45 am  
Morning Circle 
4:00 pm  
Knitting Group 

	�
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 
7:15  Choir�


�
8:00 am Health De 
9:00 am Preschool 
6:30 pm Contemp�

��� ���
6:00 pm  
Southern Starrs�

���
 

6:30 pm 
 Session�

���
 

9:00 am  
Sewing Group�

���
9:00 am  
Preschool 
 
4:00 pm  
Knitting Group�

���
Cedarcroft 

Thanksgiving 
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 

���
 

9:00 am Preschool 
6:30 pm Contemp�

���
 

Dillany/Carson 
Rehearsal�

�	�
 

2:00 p.m  
Dillany/Carson 

Wedding 

�
�
 

6:00 pm  
Worship �

���
 

9:00 am  
Sewing Group�

���
9:00 am  
Preschool 
 
4:00 pm  
Knitting Group�

���
 

No Activities�
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5:50 pm 
Deacon’s�

���
 

9:00 am  
Sewing Group�

�	�
9:00 am  
Preschool 
 
4:00 pm  
Knitting Group�

�
�
 
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 
7:15  Choir�

���
 

9:00 am Preschool 
10:00 Wreath  
          Workshop 
6:30 pm Contemp�

� �

SteepleTalk 
First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 457 
Lebanon, TN  37087 
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Steepletalk      
   Deadline 

—–——–———-—–————————-Dr. Cheetham on Vacation ———–———————————————-


