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Words of Welcome 
 

Gwynn Lanius 
 

From the Pastor… 
 

 

I am sure everyone is interested in the results of the polling of the congregation to 
consider  having one worship service on 5th Sundays. There were 57 in  attendance 
at the 8:45 a.m. worship service.  The total votes cast were 24.  Seventeen voted 
yes, seven voted no, and 33 did not vote. There were 65 in attendance at the 11:00 
a.m. worship service.  The total votes cast were 46. Twenty-Nine voted yes, six 
voted no, and 19 did not vote. The total for both services was 46 yes and 15 no. 
 
These results tell us that the majority who voted want to have one service on the 
5th Sundays starting  in 2008. The Worship Committee will be working out the  
details of these services in their next few meetings. The Worship Committee will  
then present their recommendations to the Session for approval. 
 
As we look at the 2008 calendar, we notice that the first month with five Sundays 
is March.  Therefore, March 30th will be our first experience with one combined 
worship service. I will keep you informed on further developments. 
 
It is my hope that this worship service will afford us all the opportunity  to get   
better acquainted. However, let me remind you that we still have opportunities to      
become better acquainted by getting involved in Sunday school as well as           
attending our Wednesday night fellowship dinners. Sunday school offers us the 
opportunity  to be fed theologically, and fellowship dinners offer us the             
opportunity to be fed physically.  Both are great ways to make new friends. 
 
Please pray for and be present at all the opportunities God gives us to know one 
another better. 

 Blessings, 
Dr. Cheetham 

Bluegrass Mass 
Sunday, October 14 

4:00 P.M. 
Cumberland University 

 

Faith Lutheran Church will host a bluegrass hymn sing on the patio of Phillip’s 
Dining Hall at  Cumberland University.  The music will be lead by musicians and 
singers from area Lebanon churches.  In keeping with the spirit, a pot luck picnic 
of good country cooking (beans, greens, and cornbread) will follow worship.  
Bring your guitar, banjo, or fiddle to join in a bluegrass jam at the end of the day. 



 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinners  
6:00 p.m. 

 

Adults $5   Children under 10 years $2.50 
Under 5 years “Free” 

 

The Wednesday Night Fellowship dinner is being     
catered by Week Day Café.  The response has been 
positive and the dinners are well attended.  The food is 
good and plentiful, so please make plans to attend. 
 
Reservations and Program Guest will be “Served First” 
Mark your “Sunday Attendance Card” for reservations, 
visit the website or call the church office to make        
reservations.  Reservations must be in no later than 
noon on Tuesday. 
 
Called & Standing reservations means that we will     
prepare for you and “YOU WILL BE CHARGED” 
unless you “CANCEL” by noon, Tuesday.   
 
We will try to accommodate everyone but, with “No   
Reservations”, we ask that you understand and wait to 
be served.   

Hayride and Cookout 
October 28th at 4:30 p.m. 

 

On Sunday, October 28th we will 
have a hayride and cookout at the 
Bone’s farm.  We invite everyone 
to join us for this wonderful     
fellowship opportunity. 

Reformation Sunday 
October 28th 

 

During October, Protestants celebrate the work of the               
Reformers—Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin and    
others—who brought about much needed change in the Christian 
Church.  Basically, these four teachings were at the heart of their 
contributions: 
Word alone—The supremacy of the Bible as the surest guide for 
faith and life. 
Grace alone—The supremacy of undeserved love from God.  We 
are counted as being right with God when we accept God’s love 
given to us freely, without any human achievement. 
Faith alone—The supremacy of faith.  It is only by believing and 
trusting in God’s promises, and through no works of our own, 
that we find salvation through Christ. 
The priesthood of all believers—Christians are “members of 
one another”.  In the eyes of God, we Christians are all on the 
same level.  We each have a ministry to fulfill to one another and 
to those outside the faith.  Luther said that we are “reciprocally 
and mutually one.” 

            Fall Festival 
 

On Wednesday, October 24th, the whole church is     
invited to participate in our Fall Festival.  There will 
be games, activities, and candy for the children.  
Come dressed in your favorite bible costume! If you 
can, please donate the following items: individually 
wrapped candy (lots), red apples, and small pumpkins.  
These items can be placed in Fellowship Hall.            
No Scary Costumes, please!!!! 

Camp NaCoMe Fall Youth Retreat 
October 19th-21st 

Grades 6-12 
 

Early registration of $50.00 and a SIGNED covenant 
by all participants (students and adults) is due in the 
church office by Monday, October 1st.  Late            
registration is $60.00 by October 11th. Registration 
forms are available in the church office.  We need 
adults to volunteer to go with our group. 



 

Lectionary Readings 
 

October 7 Lamentations 1: 1-6 
  2 Timothy 1: 1-14 
  Luke 17: 5-10 
   
October 14 Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7 
  2 Timothy 2: 8-15 
  Luke 17: 11-19 
 
October 21 Jeremiah 31: 27-34 
  2 Timothy 3: 14-4:5 
  Luke 18: 1-8 
 
October 28 Joel 2: 23-32 
  2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 
  Luke 18: 9-14 
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A huge thank you to Jay Porter for his eight years of 
dedicated service to the church.  We wish him a 
Happy Retirement! 

Pastor on Study Leave:  Dr. Cheetham will be 
on study leave October 21st– October 26th.   If you 
are in need of pastoral care, please call the church   
office. 
 
Secretary  on  Vacation:   Kristy  will  be  on       
vacation October 8th-12th. 

Session Highlights 
 from the September 9th  Meeting 

· Custodian Jay Porter has announced his retirement, 
effective September 28th. 

 
· At the First Youth Event on August 26th, there were 

thirty-two (32), ages 3 through senior high, in         
attendance.   

 
· The Session agreed to survey the membership for  

input on holding one service on fifth Sundays at 
10:00 a.m., with Sunday School beginning at 9:00 
a.m.   

 
· There were thirty-three (33) in attendance at the    

Labor Day service at Cedar Forest. 
 
· There were seventy-five (75) in attendance at the 

Church picnic. 
 
· Make-up pictures for the pictorial directory will be 

made at Walmart. 
 
· Session meeting time has been changed from 6:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  This will accommodate the Sunday 
night activities for children and youth. 

 
· August contributions totaled 6.27 percent of the     

annual budget needs.   
 
· As of September 9th, the balance in the Building 

Fund was $203,892.69. 

Bible Quiz 
 

Which of the following statements impressed Martin   
Luther, a leader of the Reformation? 
 

A. “I am not ashamed of my good works.” 
B. “I am not ashamed of the laws of Moses.” 
C. “I am not ashamed of the gospel.” 
D. “I am not ashamed of my God.” 

Deepest Sympathy 
 

Deepest sympathy is extended to:  
 
To Betsy Sellars and David Foutch on the death of 
Betsy’s  mother,  Frances  Sellars  on  Monday,     
September 10th.  Our sympathy to grandchildren 
Blair, John, and Chloe.  Her funeral service was 
held in the sanctuary on September 12th.  Frances 
served  as  the  choir  director  here  at  First             
Presbyterian Church for over 50 years, retiring at 
the end of 2004.  It was under her direction that the 
annual  Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  service  was   
begun.   
 
 
To Lisa and Branson Clark upon the death of 
Lisa’s grandfather, Major Will E. Duffer III on 
September 12th. 
 
 
To Mary Ellen and Oscar Hofstetter upon the 
death of Oscar’s mother, Virginia Hofstetter on 
Thursday, September 13th. 
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Sunday 
 

8:45 & 11:00 
Worship  
9:45 AM 
Church School�

��
 

9:30 am   
 Morning Sewing  

Group�

��
 
9:45 am Morning Circl 
4:00 pm Knitting �

��
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 
7:00  Choir 

��
6:30 pm Contemp�

�
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5:30 pm Outreach 
6:30 pm Worship�

�

	�
 

9:30 am   
 Morning Sewing  

Group�


�
4:00 pm Knitting  
6:30 pm Southern 

Starrs�

���
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 
7:00  Choir�

���
 

6:30 pm Contemp�
��� ���
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6:30 pm Session�
���

 
9:30 am   

 Morning Sewing  
Group�

���
 

9:00 am PreSchool 
4:00 pm Knitting �

���
 
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 
7:00  Choir�

�	�
9:00 am Preschool 
6:30 pm Contemp 

 

Presbytery  
Meeting�

�
� ���

���
5:30 pm New  

Building  
Committee  
Meeting�

���
 

9:30 am   
 Morning Sewing  

Group�

���
 

9:00 am PreSchool 
4:00 pm Knitting �

���
5:00  Bell Choir 
6:00  Dinner 
7:00  Choir 
Fall Festival�
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9:00 am Preschool 
6:30 pm Contemp�
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4:30 pm  Hayride 
6:30 pm Deacons�

�
�
 

9:30 am   
 Morning Sewing  

Group�

���
 

9:00 am PreSchool 
4:00 pm Knitting �

���
 
5:00  Bell Choir 

No Dinner 
7:00  Choir�
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SteepleTalk 
First Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 457 
Lebanon, TN  37087 
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Steepletalk      
   Deadline 

 —————————–——————– Dr. Cheetham  on Study Leave ————————————————————————- 

—–————Gary on Vacation ———–————————————--—-Kristy on Vacation————————————

Gary on Vacation       

—–——–———————————Gary on Vacation ———————————–——————-



 

Friends, 
  
 It seems there has been a lot of activity in Guatemala recently—the kind that gets a lot of attention, 
even in the United States. Regrettably, most of that attention is negative. 
At times it is easy to forget why the PC(USA) is here in Guatemala. Clearly, it must be more than just hosting   
short-term mission teams that come to learn what their faith requires of them; clearly, it must be more than 
just    sitting back and thanking God that comparable appalling things don’t happen in the United States; 
clearly, it must be more than the performance of a minor construction project or assisting with a medical 
clinic or an educational   workshop.  Strangely, many find as they struggle through these activities the      
positive hand of God—touching,     urging, leading, guiding us to actions or understandings we could get in 
no other way than by doing “mission.” We find that some mission team members do leave here feeling good 
about what they have done or what they have learned, while others leave troubled as they come to realize that 
some of their choices have had an impact in the lives of some of the most marginalized people in the world.  
  But there is something about Guatemala that strikes a responsive chord in many and keeps them    
coming back year after year, spending their vacation time and their treasure when they could have spent their 
time and money at the beach. 
 But that is the nature of what is called “mission”—that yearning ache to serve God by serving brothers 
and sisters so different from ourselves, often at the cost of being unable to express adequately to friends and 
relatives at home why you are doing this. How many of you have ever heard someone say to you, “Why don’t 
you just send the money and stay home. That would do more good,” or “there is plenty of need right here in 
the United States, so why don’t you attend to that first?” Even those of you who have never been here still 
support mission activity in some fashion. Your hearts and frequently your wallets have been on the line and 
you, too, have had to explain the reasons for your support. 
 None of this is anything new. It is the constant struggle of a faithful and believing people as they 
strive to “know God.” For some it is easier than others, but many lose sleep and some change their lives in 
major ways while others change choices they make or become more aware of the causes of the inequality that 
exists in the world. 
 The PC(USA) has had its own struggles, and those of us who are employed by the Presbyterian World    
Mission have felt that personally. In October, the church is taking a big step to make all our churches aware 
of the work the PC(USA) is doing in Guatemala and around the world. It’s called Mission Challenge 2007 
and I hope your church is involved in it. 
During October there will be 47 mission workers traveling and speaking in 143 of our 173 presbyteries 
around the country. They will be telling stories of their work and the ministry they share with you in at least 
700     Presbyterian churches. That is not all of our churches but it’s a good start, and many PC(USA)     
members who didn’t know what was being done in their names around the world will now have the chance to 
hear firsthand how lives are being saved, wells are being dug, kids are being educated, and hope is being 
shared every day in Christ’s name with   people in need around the world. 
 If you’ve not heard of this you might ask your pastor or your executive presbyter about it. These       
mission workers will be meeting with groups large and small, preaching, teaching, and sharing a short video 
that has recently been created about the work of the church. The video will be on a DVD sent to every 
PC(USA) congregation soon, and I hope you tell your pastor and office workers to watch for it. 
 This is a very positive thing and can help you feel proud of the work the church is doing in your name. 
I don’t want to mislead you; there will also be an appeal for every church to support at least one missionary 
like me or Gloria. But it is clear that once more people understand the work of the church, many will want to 
do that. 
  
I think this is very important and I am confident there will be speakers in all the presbyteries covered in this 
short letter. I hope you do hear a speaker—and do let me know when you do. 
And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you. 
Psalm 9:10 

Peace, 
Roger and Gloria Marriott 



 

From the Associate Pastor…. 
 
Although the weather does not feel like it, Fall is officially here.  In Fall, we look forward to enjoying football all 
throughout the weekend, leaves changing colors, breaking out the winter clothes (well maybe not till November), and 
Halloween and Thanksgiving.  In this Fall season there are a number of wonderful things that are going to    happen 
for the youth and for all members of the church. 
 As we all get ready for the fall break we can look forward to the “Fall NaCoMe Retreat” that our              
Presbytery offers for 6th through 12th grades.  Growing up, retreats like this one was a great time to meet new friends 
and hang out with old ones.  I have many wonderful memories as a youth going to these retreats and I am still close 
friends with many of the people that I met, especially when school was so crazy, to be able to get away from school 
and be with people your own age.  Talking about your faith and enjoying activities can be a very memorable           
experience.  Late registration will last until October 11th and will cost $60, so please send your  registration and money 
to Kristy by the 11th and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 We also have two events planned toward the end of October for youth ranging from 1 years old to 101 years 
old.  On Wednesday October 24th we will have our Fall Festival during Wednesday Night Fellowship.  We will have a 
costume show off, games, prizes, and pumpkin drawing.  It will be a lot of fun for all, so wear your costume, make 
your reservation with Kristy, and bring your appetite. 
 We also have planned for this month on Sunday October 28th a Hayride and Cookout at the Bone Farm (1341 
Spring Creek Road) from 4:30 p.m. till after dark.  Plan on bringing warm clothes, a dish for the pot luck supper (the 
church will provide the meat), and your eagerness to enjoy the beautiful outdoors for a few hours.  Come and join us, 
we will have games, a hayride, a bonfire, smoores, and other exciting things.  Please call Kristy to make your           
reservation, so we know how many to expect.  This outing is for everyone at the church, and will be a great time to 
share our food and our fellowship. 
 I look forward to seeing you all throughout the month of October at all of these great events.  It has been such 
a pleasure to get to know everyone and I am looking forward to more memories to experience and share with First 
Presbyterian Church. 

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Nick Reed 

 
Here are the directions to The Bone Farm at 1341 Spring Creek Road, Lebanon, Tennessee. 


