
4th Sunday in Advent                               21 December, 2008 
* Congregation stands

The Gathering

Silent Meditation

Prelude                                                                     Balbastre
Noel with Variations: "Josef est bien marie

Words of Welcome

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Introit

* Call to Worship                            (Psalms 89)

Leader:  I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to 
all generations.
People:   I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

Leader: Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.  For 
who is as mighty as you, O Lord?  Your faithfulness surrounds you.  You rule the raging of the sea; when its 
waves rise, you still them.
People:   I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Leader: Lord, where is your steadfast love of old, which by your faithfulness you swore to David?  Remember, 
O Lord, how your servant is taunted; how I bear in my bosom the insults of the peoples, with which your enemies 
taunt, O Lord, with which they taunted the footsteps of your anointed.
People: I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the 
heavens.  Blessed be God forever.

* Hymn 29                            
   Go Tell It on the Mountain                                GO TELL IT

* Prayer of Confession                               
Jesus, Emmanuel, you are coming again and we are not ready:  We meant to build a royal nursery, but we find 

you in a stall.  We came to sing you festive carols, but you listen to the song of doves.  We want to bring you food and 
gifts, but you ask for our hearts and minds.  Forgive us for being distracted and dazzled by other lights.  Forgive us for 
false cheer when you are our only hope and joy.  Forgive us for overlooking you among the poor and outcast.  Come 
to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  Amen.

* Silent Confession

* Declaration of Pardon

* Gloria Patri                                                 Hymn 579

* The Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Solo Angels We Have Heard on High French Carol
The Word of God

First Lesson                            2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16

Second Lesson                                           Romans 16: 25-27
One: The Word of the Lord



All: Thanks be to God!
  
Handbell and Organ       Christmas Medley          Anderson

Children’s Message                         

 * Gospel Lesson                                              Luke 1: 26-38
One: The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God!

  
Sermon                Brand Name Jesus              Dr. Cheetham

Response of the People
* The Apostles’ Creed       
    I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
            And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life ever lasting.  Amen.

* Hymn 38
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                        CAROL

* Offertory Prayer

  Offertory          Once He Came in Blessing               Bach

* Doxology                                              Hymn 592

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer

Sending Forth

* Hymn 27                                                 TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly      
      
* Charge and Benediction                                      

* Choral Response    
      

 Postlude          Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying      Manz
    
Lay Reader:              Linda Hartwell

Welcome: we welcome handbell musician Mandy Metzger to our service today.  Mandy is the daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. Cheetham and lives in Kingsport.

Mary Margaret Sapp Soloist

This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Today 8:45 am Contemporary Service

9:45 am Church School
           11:00 pm Traditional Service

5:00 pm Beth Moore Bible Study
5:00 pm Deacons Meeting



Tuesday 4:00 pm Knitting Group
Wednesday 7:00 pm Candlelight Service

Last Sunday’s Record
Contemporary Service     71      Offering             $     2,994.00
Sunday School                   50      Weekly Need            6,150.00
Sanctuary Service     78      Through Nov        232,607.29
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Lighting of the Advent Candle          The Burruss Family

This morning’s symbol is the stable with the manger and the infant Jesus.  Today, we light the fourth candle on the 
Advent wreath, and remember the great gift God sent to us on the first Christmas Day.

Scripture Reading                                        Luke 2: 16 
And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

Congregational Meeting:  There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 28th at 10:45 a.m. The 
purpose of the meeting is to elect officers for the Class of 2011.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:  At 7:00 pm on Wednesday, December 24th, our church will host our annual 
community Christmas Eve Service.  We will enjoy a traditional service of Lessons and Carols, including music by our 
choir and soloists.  Bring your family and friends for this wonderful service of worship and celebration.

Secretary on vacation:  Kristy Stevens will be on vacation December 17th – 24th.  

The church office will be closed on December 25th and 26th.  


