
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time                  5 November, 2006
* Congregation stands

The Gathering

Silent Meditation

Prelude              Largo in g minor                    Vivaldi                 

Words of Welcome

Introit       
           
* Call to Worship                          (Psalms 146: 1-10 RSV)     

Leader:    Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord,  O my soul!

People:    I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I have being.

Leader:   Put not your trust in princes, 
in a son of man, in whom there is no help.

People:    When his breath departs he returns to his earth; on that very day his 

plans perish.

Leader:  Happy is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his 
God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;

People:  Who keeps faith for ever; 

who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry.

Leader:  The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.

People:  The Lord watches over the sojourners, 

he upholds the widow and the fatherless;

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

All:   The Lord will reign for ever, thy God,

O Zion, to all generations.  Praise the Lord!

* Hymn 209                                              
My Song Forever Shall Record            ST. PETERSBURG

* Prayer of Confession (unison)

Eternal God, you have called us into covenant, yet our commitment is shallow and 
our love is weak.  We lace lesser concerns high on the list of our life’s priorities, and so 
we sacrifice our relationship with you.  Forgive our sin, O God, and turn us again toward 
your purposes.

Reform our lives by renewing our dedication to the covenant we have entered 
through our baptism in Jesus Christ.  By the leading of your Holy Spirit, give us a new 
sense of our calling, a new zeal in our faithfulness, a new compassion toward neighbors 
in need, and a new appreciation for your love in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

* Declaration of Pardon

* Gloria Patri                                        Hymn 579



* The Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

The Word of God

First Lesson                                   Ruth 1: 1-18 (9-22)

Second Lesson                                         Hebrews 9: 11-14
One: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God!

  
Anthem                     A Joyful Hallelujah                 Bechler

Children’s Message   
   
 * Gospel Lesson                                         Mark 12: 28-34

One: The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God!

  

Sermon                    “No Choice”                 Ann Soderquist

Response of the People

* Affirmation of Faith           from the Westminster Confession  
   

Of God, and of the Holy Trinity

 There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a 
most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, 
incomprehensible, almighty; most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute, working all 
things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, for his 
own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and 
truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him; and withal most just and terrible in his judgments; hating all sin, and who will by no 
means clear the guilty.

In the unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, power, and 
eternity:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.  The Father is of none, 
neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy 
Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.

* Hymn 329                                
Break Thou the Bread of Life                  BREAD OF LIFE

* Offertory Prayer
   

   Offertory         All Glory Be to God on High           Manz

* Doxology                                                   Hymn 592

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Leader:   O God of majesty, you are holy, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord, who has joined us together as members of his body, the Church.  

We rejoice that in his death and rising again, you set before us the 



promise of new life, the certain hope of a heavenly home, where we will sit at 
the table with Christ, our host.  Remembering your grace given 
through Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and this cup, and 
joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming 
again.
People:  Accept this, our sacrifice of praise, O God, as a living and holy 

offering of ourselves to your service.  Nurture us at this, your table, that 

we may be united together in one faith and service and 

nourished to proclaim your love and grace in all that we do.  Amen.

Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements

Prayer of Celebration.

Sending Forth

* Hymn 78                                  
           Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed            MARTYRDOM       

* Charge and Benediction                                      

* Choral Response          

 Postlude                      Ein' Feste Burg                     Hanff
                                          
Lay Reader:             Hugo Sandoval ______________________ 
 Worship Notes:  This morning we are celebrating the sacrament of communion, also called the 
Lord’s Supper.  A sacrament is an outward sign of an inward grace.  This means that the bread 
and grape juice symbolize God’s love for us in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Presbyterian Church believes that the elements stay the same but acknowledges the 
special presence of Christ in and around the elements through the Holy Spirit.  This is a 
powerful opportunity to commune with Jesus, our Savior and Lord, and be reminded of his love 
for us.

All those who have been baptized are welcomed to the Lord’s Table.  This is not a right, 
but a privilege.  It is a call to confess your sins and opportunity to renew your faith.  We ask 
that you hold the elements so everyone can eat the bread or drink the cup together as this 
symbolizes our unity in Christ.  
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This Week at First Presbyterian Church

Today 8:45 am Contemporary Service
9:45 am Church School

             11:00 am Worship Service



5:00 pm Deacon’s Meeting
Tuesday 9:00 am Pre-School

9:45 am Morning Circle
Wednesday 5:00 pm Bell Choir

6:00 pm Fellowship Dinner
6:30 pm Personnel Meeting
7:15 pm Choir Practice

Thursday 8:00 am Health Department
9:00 am Pre-School
6:30 pm Contemporary Practice

Saturday 6:00 pm Southern Starrs

Last Sunday’s Record

Contemporary Service     80      Offering           $      6,018.00
Sunday School                   45      Weekly Need            5,354.00
Sanctuary Service              94       Through Sept       176,633.50
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome:  We welcome the Reverend Ann Soderquist to our pulpit today.  Ann lives in 
Watertown and is a member-at-large of our Presbytery.  Dr. Cheetham will be on vacation 
this week.

Officer Nominating Committee:  At the Congregational Meeting on November 1, 
members-at-large elected were Bill Bradley, Pat Bone, Nancy Gebhardt, and Katherine 
Hanson.  Elders Suanne Bone and David Howell are also on the committee.

Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner   

November 8th, 6:00 p.m.

Program: “Clean Water” presented by David Howell.

All reservations must be received by Tuesday morning.  

Pork Chops, Mashed Potatoes with Gravy, 

Fried Apples, Carrot Raisin Salad, Dessert
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