
31st Sunday in Ordinary Times              2   November, 2008 
* Congregation stands

The Gathering

Silent Meditation

Prelude                 Rejoice in God’s Saints            Cherwien          

Words of Welcome                                    

Introit

* Call to Worship                             (Psalm 107: 1-3, 6-7)

Leader:  O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.

People:   Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed from trouble and gathered in from 

the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.

Leader:  O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.

People:   Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress; he 

led them by a straight way, until they reached an inhabited town.

Leader: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.

People:  O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.

* Hymn 262                               NATIONAL HYMN

   God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand  

* Prayer of Confession                               

Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways and we are lost.  We have followed too 
much the actions and desires of our own hearts.  We have neglected you and we have abandoned our neighbors.  
Forgive us for at times we focus on ourselves and get lost in our own ways.  O Lord, have mercy upon us, heal us, and 
makes us whole again.  Spare those who confess their faults, and let them receive your grace and be found again.  Set us 
free to serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.  Amen.

* Silent Confession

* Declaration of Pardon

* Gloria Patri                                                 Hymn 579

* The Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

The Word of God

First Lesson                                              Joshua 3: 7-17

Second Lesson                                   1 Thessalonians 2: 9-13
One: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God!
  

Anthem             Come to Me, All Who Labour

Children’s Message                         

 * Gospel Lesson                                        Matthew 23: 1-12
One: The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God!
  

Sermon   “Humble Living in a Proud World”   Dr. Cheetham



 
             

Response of the People

* The Confession of 1967       
Gods’ reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery which the Scriptures describe in various ways.  It is called the 

sacrifice of a lamb, a shepherd’s life given for his sheep, atonement by a priest; again it is ransom of a slave, payment of 
debt, vicarious satisfaction of a legal penalty, and victory over the powers of evil.  These are expressions of a truth 
which remains beyond the reach of all theory in the depths of God’s love for man.  They reveal the gravity, cost, and 
sure achievement of God’s reconciling work.

The risen Christ is the Savior for all men.  Those joined to him by faith are set right with God and commissioned to 
serve as his reconciling community.  Christ is head of this community, the church, which began with the apostles and 
continues through all generations.  Amen.

* Hymn 505
Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread                 ST. FLAVIAN

* Offertory Prayer

  Offertory         Christ, the Life of All the Living          Bach

* Doxology                                                      Hymn 592

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Leader:   O God of majesty, you are holy, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who has joined 
us together as members of his body, the Church.  We rejoice that in his death and rising again, you 
set before us the promise of new life, the certain hope of a heavenly home, where we will sit at the
table with Christ, our host.  Remembering your grace given through Jesus Christ, we take from 
your creation this bread and this cup, and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day 
of his coming again.

People:  Accept this, our sacrifice of praise, O God, as a living and holy offering of ourselves to your 

service.  Nurture us at this, your table, that we may be united together in one faith and 

service and nourished to proclaim your love and grace in all that we do.  Amen.

Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements
Prayer of Celebration.

Sending Forth

* Hymn 434
     Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples       KINGSFOLD

      

* Charge and Benediction                                      

* Choral Response    
      

 Postlude                        Sine Nomine                         Manz
   
Lay Reader:              Rachel Farley

Worship Notes:  This morning we are celebrating the sacrament of communion, also called the Lord’s Supper.  A sacrament is an outward 
sign of an inward grace.  This means that the bread and grape juice symbolize God’s love for us in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Presbyterian Church believes that the elements stay the same but acknowledges the special presence of Christ in and around the 
elements through the Holy Spirit.  This is a powerful opportunity to commune with Jesus, our Savior and Lord, and be reminded of his love 
for us.

All those who have been baptized are welcomed to the Lord’s Table.  This is not a right, but a privilege.  It is a call to confess your sins 
and opportunity to renew your faith.  We ask that you hold the elements so everyone can eat the bread or drink the cup together as this 

symbolizes our unity in Christ.  



Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner

6:00 p.m.

Baked Spaghetti, Green Beans, Carrots,

 Tossed Salad,  Bread, Dessert

The program will be “Suzuki Program”  
presented by Thornton Cline from Cumberland University.

Adults $6.00   Children under 10 years $3.00
Children under 5 years “free”

To make a reservation, mark the attendance card in the bulletin, visit the website, or call the church office.  
Reservations must be made no later than noon on Tuesday.  

This Week at First Presbyterian Church

Today 8:45 am Contemporary Service
9:45 am Church School

      11:00 pm Traditional Service
      12:00 noon Personnel Committee Meeting

Monday 9:30 am Sewing Group
5:00 pm Nominating Committee

Tuesday 9:00 am Preschool
9:45 am Morning Circle Meeting
4:00 pm Knitting Group

Wednesday 5:30 pm Bell Choir Practice 7:15 pm Choir Practice
Thursday 9:00 am Preschool

6:30 pm Contemporary Practice 

Last Sunday’s Record
Contemporary Service     63       Offering             $     2,416.07
Sunday School                   60       Weekly Need            6,150.00
Sanctuary Service             90       Through Aug        174,290.54

Food Drive:  We are collecting canned goods for Thanksgiving food boxes that will be distributed through the school system.  
Please help with this outreach mission to those families in need.  Please place your donations in the boxes located in Fellowship 
Hall.
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Prayer Concerns

Melinda Hickerson Jane Martin Keri Fitts
Debbie McClure Johnny Keel Dixie Taylor
Juan Cruz Jody Organ Susan McDonald
Irene Campbell Debbie York Beth Shao
Nancy Gamble Peggy Williams Lisa Billiot
Deborah Dugger Billy Williams Carol Trout
Renate Robbins Joe Winfree Marjorie Nabbe
Eddie Watters Richard Klein Mechelle Bass
Phil Marin Earlene Lane Peggy McKinney
Thayer & Alice Smith Margaret Rigsby Nathan Wilkerson
Markeise Stroud Greg Marsh Ted Kennedy
Kathy Stevenson Robert Harris Stephanie Albright
Judy Pratt George Payne Mary Gray
Ray Ford Bill Jones Homer Dudley
Rick Hammrick Lana Follensbee Dr. Paul Dedick
Paul Delaney & Family Rick Jenkins Carolyn Thompson
Joann Edwards Faye Brown Johnny Keel
Max Chasse Al Johnson Phyllis Hamby
Blair Jenkins Todd Barnhart Ann Slagle
Ruth Huddleston

ElmCroft:  Osborne Foutch, Bill Howard, Elmer Marler, 
    Ken Poley, Sara Thompson

Southern Living:  Ruth Jennings, Claudine Prowell 



Quality Care:  Helen Payne, Mary Helen Bass 

Mission Co-workers:  Roger and Gloria Marriott, Guatemala
Ted and Sue Wright, Zambia

Military

Chris Bowhannan Jason Nolley Lee Smith
Jaymon Bell David MidgettBrian Reeve
Kevin Alseys Noah Evans Jason Redmon     
Luke Baker Matthew Humes Randy Sandlin   
Matthew Ash Robert Spickard Thomas Etter
Michael O’Neil Eli Spickard Kyle Kaker
Stewart Beaumont   Rick Herron Joseph Marianelli
Tim Oliver Scott Bass John Lander
Russell Ryan
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