
Epiphany of the Lord                   6 January, 2008
* Congregation stands

The Gathering

Silent Meditation

Prelude                The Only Son from Heaven          Walther

Words of Welcome                                   

Introit

* Call to Worship                  

Leader:  Give the king your justice, O God, 
and entrust righteousness to the Son of David.

People:   All kings will one day bow before him, and nations will serve his purposes.
Leader:  And he will redeem human lives from oppression, and violence will be banished from his sight.

People:  May his name be established as long as the sun endures, and may all the nations come to call 

him blessed.

* Hymn 22          
   Angels, from the Realms of Glory            REGENT SQUARE 

* Prayer of Confession                               Nick Reed

Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to hide from you, for we have done wrong.  
We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you.  We have at times become comfortable with our ways of discipleship, 
and forgotten what it truly means to follow you.  We have turned from our neighbors, and refused to bear the burdens of 
others.  We have ignored the pain of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  In your great 
mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your will and obey your commandments; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.
* Silent Confession

* Declaration of Pardon

* Gloria Patri                                                            Hymn 579 

* The Peace
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

The Word of God

First Lesson                                              Isaiah 60: 1-6

Second Lesson                                          Ephesians 3: 1-12
One: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God!
  

Anthem              Before the Paling of the Stars              Boda        

Children’s Message                         Nick Reed

 * Gospel Lesson                                          Matthew 2: 1-12
One: The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God!
  



Sermon                     “The Re-Solution”           Dr. Cheetham
 

Response of the People

* The Heidelberg Catechism

What is your only comfort, in life and in death?

That I belong, body and soul, in life and in death, not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who 

at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of 

the devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven, not a hair can fall from my 

head; indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also 

assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.
How many things must you know that you may live and die in the blessedness of this comfort?

Three.  First, the greatness of my sin and wretchedness.  Second, how I am freed from all my sins and 

their wretched consequences.  Third, what gratitude I owe to God for such redemption.

* Hymn 515    
       Now to Your Table Spread             LOVE UNKNOWN

* Offertory Prayer

  Offertory               In the Bleak Midwinter                Gibbs

* Doxology                                                     Hymn 592

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Leader:   O God of majesty, you are holy, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who has joined 
us together as members of his body, the Church.  We rejoice that in his death and rising again, you 
set before us the promise of new life, the certain hope of a heavenly home, where we will sit at the
table with Christ, our host.  Remembering your grace given through Jesus Christ, we take from 
your creation this bread and this cup, and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day 
of his coming again.

People:  Accept this, our sacrifice of praise, O God, as a living and holy offering of ourselves to your 

service.  Nurture us at this, your table, that we may be united together in one faith and 

service and nourished to proclaim your love and grace in all that we do.  Amen.

Words of Institution

Distribution of the Elements

Prayer of Celebration
 

Sending Forth

* Hymn 25
     Away in a Manger                                              MUELLER

      

* Charge and Benediction                                      

* Choral Response    
      

 Postlude   How Brightly Shines the Morning Star  Buxtehude

 
Lay Reader:                   Darlene Barnhart



Worship Notes:  This morning we are celebrating the sacrament of communion, also called the Lord’s Supper.  A sacrament is an outward sign 
of an inward grace.  This means that the bread and grape juice symbolize God’s love for us in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Presbyterian Church believes that the elements stay the same but acknowledges the special presence of Christ in and around the 
elements through the Holy Spirit.  This is a powerful opportunity to commune with Jesus, our Savior and Lord, and be reminded of his love for 
us.

All those who have been baptized are welcomed to the Lord’s Table.  This is not a right, but a privilege.  It is a call to confess your sins 
and opportunity to renew your faith.  We ask that you hold the elements so everyone can eat the bread or drink the cup together as this 
symbolizes our unity in Christ.  
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This Week at First Presbyterian Church

Today 8:45 am Contemporary Service
9:45 am Church School

              11:00 am Worship Service
4:45 pm Children Fellowship
5:45 pm Children & Youth Dinner
6:15 pm Youth Fellowship

Monday 9:30 am Morning Sewing Group
Tuesday 9:00 am Preschool



9:45 am Morning Circle Meeting
4:00 pm Knitting Group

Wednesday 5:00 pm Handbell Choir Practice
6:00 pm Wednesday Night Dinner
7:00 pm Choir Practice

Thursday 9:00 am Preschool
6:30 pm Contemporary Practice

Last Sunday’s Record

Contemporary Service     50      Offering           $       2,093.00
Sunday School                   38      Weekly Need            5,185.00
Sanctuary Service              75      Through Nov        215,135.68

Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner
Please make reservations by noon on Tuesday.

Chicken and Dumplins, Green Beans, Buttered Carrots, Slaw, Homemade Bread, Punchbowl Cake, Sugar-free Jello

The program this week will be
 “Edinburgh and the Presbyterian Church Connection” 

presented by David Howell.

The Session has approved an increase in price for our Wednesday Night dinners to $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children.  This 
will help pay expenses for our nursery worker, our program guest, and any first-time visitors. Come for the food, fellowship, 

and informative and entertaining programs.

Deepest Sympathy:  We extend our deepest sympathy to Mary Helen and Bernie Bass upon the death of her brother-in law, 
Reverend William E. Shea of Gainesville, Florida.  Reverend Shea died on December 22nd.  He was a Presbyterian minister for 
55 years and was pastor of Highlands Presbyterian Church, Gainesville, Florida for 33 years.  Funeral services were held at 
Highlands Presbyterian Church on December 28th.
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