
1st Sunday in Advent             30 November, 2008
* congregation stands

Prelude              

Words of Welcome

Advent Candle

*Call to Worship        Hymn # 9    

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel        VENI EMMANUEL       

*Sing Praise Sing Noel       on screen

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
God of mercy, you have promised to forget your anger and remember our sins no more.  We confess that we 

have not always walked in your paths or trusted your promises.  We look for security in the wrong places and fail to 
lean on your mighty outstretched arms.  We are distracted by worries and possessions and do not see the favor of your 
grace surrounding us.  We desire the things that will not last and neglect the abundant gifts of your Spirit.  Wake us up 
to your goodness and mercy, hear us; forgive us; restore us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Silent Prayer

Declaration of Pardon

*Gloria Patri

*The Peace

Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:   And also with you.

First Lesson                                                  Isaiah 64: 1-9

Second Lesson  1 Corinthians 1: 3-9

Anthem  Master in the Hall            Smith                      

Sing Praise Come Emmanuel       on screen

Children’s Message

*Gospel Lesson                                          Mark 13: 24-37

Sermon      Those Were The Days       Dr. Cheetham

*Hymn #276   Great Is Thy Faithfulness    FAITHFULNESS

Offertory Prayer

Offertory       Special Music               Ron Rogers
  



*Doxology

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

*Hymn #2   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   HYFRYDOL

*Charge

*Benediction                                                            

Hymn #29
Go Tell It On the Mountain  (1st verse)        GO TELL IT

Postlude Allegro                                      Long

Lay Reader: Bill Hamby

Lighting of the Candle                     The Carroll Family
This morning’s symbol is the Branch of Jesse.  Today we light the first Advent candle, remembering how God 

spoke through the prophets the promise of one who would come to deliver all people from sin and darkness.  Today we 

once again claim that promise in our lives, and look forward to the coming of our Deliverer in this holy season. 

Scripture Reading                                     Isaiah 11:1
“And there shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.”

Hanging of the Greens Service

The Hanging of the Greens Service will be held tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This service tells the 
significance of the poinsettias, carols, lights, star, candles, advent wreath, and the meaning of the wreaths and greens.  
Make plans to attend this special service as the church begins its celebrations of the Advent Season.

Youth Information:  All children and youth participating in the “Hanging of the Greens” are to meet at the church at 
5:00 p.m. today.

Request for Art Supplies:  The Rotation Sunday School classes need old Christmas cards with pictures of shepherds 
for the Advent lessons.   If you have any cards that you could donate, please bring them to the church office.  

Monthly Steepletalk:  The December Steepletalk is now ready for viewing on the website.  Printed copies are 
available outside the office or in the windows in the back of the sanctuary.
This Week at First Presbyterian Church

Today 9:00 am Sunday School
                        10:00 pm Combined Service

6:00 pm Hanging of the Greens
Monday           10:00 am    Lifeline Screening
Tuesday 9:00 am Preschool

9:45 am Morning Circle Meeting
4:00 pm Knitting Group

Wednesday 9:30 am Sewing Group



5:30 pm Bell Choir Practice
6:00 pm Fellowship Meal 7:00 pm Choir Practice

Thursday 6:30 pm Contemporary Practice 
Friday 6:00 pm Southern Starrs

Last Sunday’s Record
Contemporary Service     73            Offering       $     2,385.00
Sunday School                   52            Weekly Need      6,150.00
Sanctuary Service              74            Through Oct   214,174.29
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Wreath Making:  Thursday, December 4th has been set as the day for making wreaths.  We will start at 9:00 a.m. and 
continue throughout the morning.  All help is welcome; come for as long as you can, even if it is just one hour.  We 



also need greenery of all kinds: pine, magnolia, cedar, holly, etc.

Lifeline Screening:  Tomorrow, December 1st, is the day for Lifeline Screening at our church.  If you are interested in 
being tested, please call 1-800-679-5192.  Pre-registration is required and the cost is $149.  For more information, visit 
www.LifeLineScreening.com.

Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner

6:00 p.m.

Baked Ham, Green Bean Casserole, Cinnamon Apples, 

Tossed Salad, Bread, Dessert

The program will be “Grandma’s Camp”  
presented by Marti Carelli-Gilbert.

Adults $6.00   Children under 10 years $3.00
Children under 5 years “free”

To make a reservation, mark the attendance card in the bulletin, visit the website, or call the church office.  
Reservations must be made no later than noon on Tuesday.  

Youth Group Christmas Project:  The youth are collecting new toys and hygiene products to donate to the 
Community Help Center.  Suggested items include soap, toothpaste, deodorant, toilet paper, books, and games.  
Donations may be brought to Fellowship Hall by Sunday, December 21st. 

Aluminum Can Recycling:  We are now saving aluminum cans to benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Look for the recycle 
box in Fellowship Hall.  
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